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John Strong, forceful, physically powerful, and believéng there
is no power greater than himself in heaven or earth, is the most suc-
cessful fisherman in the little island ¥illiage off the coast of Nova :
Scotia. Living with his mother, his brother Neil, and Judith Nyte, 3
an adepted orphan, he is the leader in all things. His word is accept-
ed as law throughout the commmity and he expects to be obeyed and

esteemed, Although a supreme egotist, he has an affecting love for the Xiike
little family., On ome of his trips to the mainland he meets in her
father's bookstore Lysette DeJon, fragile and demure, who is at once
impressed with his great strength and what she believes to be his love
of fine things which leads him to buy a book of verses., She does not
know that the verses were bought for his brother Neil. On a subsequent
trip his indomitable will has its way and he carries her home a bride,
“mich to the chagrin of Judith, who has always believed that he would marry
her., Lysette and Nell, kindred souls, are gradually drawn together, until
their love alarms and frightens them both, while John's tremendbus ego-
tizm palls on the frall girl hwo begins to find his touch repellant.
Blinded by self estesm, it never occhirs to John that she could love
anybody else, but on the night of a great storm, when Lysette openly
declares her love for Neil, whose life is in peril in the mad sea Joln
rages, then exults when he hears that Neil's boat is on the reefs.
His satisfaction in revenge is overcome by the recognition of his
great prowess when the life crew declare that Johmn Strong is the only
o et U, I D el o simele e
s him walting for

takes his pack and goes away. Judith tel she is still
him and he assures her that she will not wait in vain.
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